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EYFS: Understanding the World 

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases 

their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and 

firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and 

ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening 

children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension. 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

To know the different 

types of weather where 

we live. 

 

To know how the 

weather affects our 

daily lives. 

 

To understand and 

explain how the weather 

changes through the 

seasons. 

 

To know that the 

weather can be hot and 

cold in different parts 

of the world. 

 

To know what the 

weather is like in 

Antarctica 

 

To know what the 

weather is like in India 

n/a – history focus To know what non- 

renewable energy is 

 

To know what renewable 

energy is and explain the 

difference between 

renewable and non- 

renewable energy 

 

To know what happens to 

our waste  

 

To know about issues 

within our local area 

 

To understand the 

importance of reduce, 

reuse, and recycle in our 

local area 

 

n/a – history focus 

 

To know what effect 

greenhouse gases are 

having on the planet 

 

To understand how 

pollution spreads within 

the oceans 

 

To know the impact of 

damage to coral reefs 

 

To know the impact of 

climate change on the 

Arctic tundra 

 

To understand ways in 

which human behaviour 

can impact positively to 

support the world’s 

biomes 

 

n/a – history focus 



 

 


