
 

Oakfield Primary School - Geography – Spring Term 

EYFS: Understanding the World 

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases 

their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and 

firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and 

ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening 

children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension. 

 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

To know what each line of 

my address represents, 

including postcode. 

 

To know how to investigate 

our surroundings. 

 

To know how to make 

observations about where 

things are e.g. within school 

and the local area 

 

To know how to draw a 

simple picture map. 

 

To know how to use world 

maps, atlases and globes to 

identify the United 

Kingdom and its countries.  

 

To know the names of the 

four countries that make up 

the UK and their capital 

city 

 

To know the names of the 

seas that surround the 

United Kingdom.  

To know how to locate the 7 

continents on a map using an 

Atlas. 

 

To know how to label the 7 

continents on a map of the 

world   

 

To know the names of the 

Oceans 

 

To understand key features 

of the continents in the 

world 

 

To know how to locate 

Kenya on a world map.  

 

To understand how to 

explain the key features of 

Kenya. 

 

To know the main human and 

physical features of Kenya 

 

To understand basic 

geographical vocabulary to 

refer to key physical and 

human features in the 

History Focus 

 

 

To know the countries and 

their capitals that make up 

the United Kingdom. 

 

To know the location of key 

rivers, seas and coasts in 

and around the UK. 

 

To know the locations of 

key mountain ranges within 

the UK 

 

To know the human and 

physical characteristics of 

a location in UK 

 

To understand how maps 

can show how a location has 

changed over a period of 

time. 

 

To know how to plan a 

geographical field work 

study 

 

To know how to carry out a 

geographical field work 

study 

 

To know how to sequence 

and explain the water cycle. 

 

To know the location of the 

world’s most famous rivers. 

 

To know key information 

about the world’s longest 

rivers. 

 

To know the location of the 

countries and cities of 

South America 

 

To understand how to make 

predictions using primary 

source material 

 

To know how to analyse 

evidence and draw 

conclusions 

 

To understand the key 

attributes of different 

biomes, vegetation belts 

and climates. 

 

To understand what life is 

like for native tribes living 

To know the physical 

geography of Germany 

 

To understand trade and 

export between Germany 

and rest of the world 

 

To know what lines of 

longitude and latitude are 

 

To know the location of 

countries in Europe 

(covered within History 

theme). 

 



 

   

 

 

To know the four main 

directions on a compass 

 

To know how to explore 

places within / around the 

UK. 

 

To understand and use 

appropriate vocabulary to 

describe the geographical 

features of London.   

 

context of Kenya (national 

parks/game reserves). 

 

To understand some of the 

main animals that live in 

Kenya. 

 

To know how to research 

the conditions in the Massi 

Mara desert in Kenya  

 

To understand geographical 

similarities and differences 

of a small area of the 

United Kingdom, and of a 

small area in a contrasting 

non-European country in the 

context of Kenya (Maasai).  

 

To understand what the 

Maasai culture is like. 

 

To know how to compare 

schools in Kenya to our 

school in England 

To know how to use 

information collected and 

observed to produce a 

sketch map of the local 

area. 

 

To know how to summarise 

and explain finding from a 

local field work study. 

 

To understand the 

importance of National 

Parks 

 

To know the impact of 

tourism on the Lake 

District 

in the rainforest 

 

To know the difference 

between urban and rural 

areas and explain the 

reasons why people migrate 

 

To know how to make 

comparisons between the 

lives of people living in 

different parts of Rio de 

Janeiro 

 

To know the location of 

countries and cities of 

North America 

 

To know how to compare 

maps with aerial 

photographs. 

 

To understand why most 

cities are situated by 

rivers. 

 

 


