
 

Oakfield Primary School - Geography – Autumn Term 

EYFS: Understanding the World 

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their 

knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In 

addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As 

well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later 

reading comprehension. 

 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

To know how to create a 

tally chart of how we travel 

to school 

 

To know how to make 

observations of our local 

area 

 

To know how to create a 

simple sketch map of the 

school 

 

To understand and discuss 

the route that we took to 

school using compass 

directions 

 

To know how to create a 

(simple) map of our walk to 

school 

History Focus 

 

To know how identify and 

describe the layers of the 

earth 

 

To know how to describe 

what tectonic plates are and 

what the ‘ring of fire’ is.   

 

To understand what a 

volcano is and how they’re 

formed. 

 

To know how to identify and 

describe the features of a 

volcano 

 

To know and explore what 

happens when a volcano 

erupts 

 

To know the names of 

famous volcanoes and locate 

them on a map 

 

To know how to explore life 

in volcanic areas 

 

To know how to compare life 

in volcanic areas to non-

To know how to locate 

Europe on a world map and 

identify countries within 

Europe. 

 

To understand key physical 

features of Italy and locate 

them on a map. 

 

To understand trade links 

between Italy and the rest 

of Europe. 

 

To understand land use and 

economic activity in Turin 

and Milan. 

 

To know what it is like to 

experience first-hand the 

culture of Italy. 

To know how to locate the 

countries involved WW1 

 

To know and locate many of 

the world’s most famous 

mountainous regions. 

To know and understand key 

aspects of physical 

geography: mountains. 

 

To understand key aspects 

of human geography: land 

use. 

 

To understand the 

difference between weather 

and climate. 

 

To know and understand key 

aspects of human geography. 

 



 

   

 

volcanic areas 

 

To know about earthquakes 

and what causes them 

 

To know about tsunamis and 

what causes them 

(underwater earthquake) 

 

To know the effects of 

earthquakes 


