
Oakfield Primary School – 

Progression in Alan Peat Sentences 

 

Terminology to be taught – NC in bold  

 Sentence Type Examples Additional points to be taught 

through the sentence type 

Year 1  

W’s Sentences  

Short sentences.  

What next?  

Why do you think he ran away?  

Why now? 

Could be used to introduce rhetorical 

questions in future years  

Teaching the meanings of the different 

question words 

List sentences  

No less than three and no more than four 

adjectives before the noun. 

It was a dark, long, leafy lane. Make it explicit to children that sometimes list 

sentences use a list of adjectives as well as 

nouns.  

Introduce dramatic effect with alliteration. 

Teaching point – different to commas in a list 

in year 2.  

Year 2 

2A sentences  

Two adjectives before a noun separated by a 

comma  

He was a tall, awkward man. Expanded noun phrases 

Adjectives  

Comma to demarcate two adjectives   

 

 Beginning of BOYS sentences  

Two part sentence – first part ends with a comma 

and second part starts with a coordinating 

conjunction.  

The princess was intelligent, but she lacked 

elegance.  

(But or) in year 2 but moving onto the others in 

later years  

Double ‘ly’ ending 

Sentence ends with two adverbs ending in ‘ly’ 

after a verb.   

He swam happily and eagerly. 

The girl searched frantically and 

determinedly.  

Reinforce with children that adverbs are not 

called ‘ly’ adverbs. Adverbs show time, 

manner, place and frequency.  
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 Teaching of this sentence type the adverb 

needs to end in ‘ly’ 

What/How +! 

Begin with the word what or how followed by an 

adjective to describe the final word/s of the 

sentence.  

What big eyes you have!  

What a delicious smell! 

Senses can be used to enhance vocabulary 

sentences  

Exclamatory sentence  

Exclamation mark  

Appropriate choice of noun or pronoun 

Simile  

Introduce simile using like or as to compare.  

As hot as burning fire  

 

Extension – The moon hung above us like a 

patient, pale white face.  

Simplified simile to expanded on as they move 

through the school when they will need to be 

extended.  

Year 3 

Verb, Person sentences  

These sentences start with a verb, 

followed by a comma, and then the 

name of a person (or pronoun) along 

with the rest of the sentence. 

 

Flying, John had always been terrified of it. Choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately 

within a sentence to avoid ambiguity and 

repetition.  

Varying sentence starters  

Personification of weather sentences 

  

An element of the weather is given a human 

attribute.  

The rain wept down his window.  

The rain wept pitifully down his bedroom 

window.  

When grasped, introduce an adverb.  

To extend as progress throughout the year. 

Move on to personify other things.  

Include expanded noun phrases to add more 

description.  

 

As – ly sentences  As the rain came down heavily, the children 

ran for shelter.  

Expressing time, place and cause using 

conjunctions, adverbs, prepositions  
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The first part of the sentence opens with an 

action description which starts with the word As… 

and ends with an adverb. Second part is a 

description of a related/consequential action.  

As the wind screamed wildly, the lost giant 

lumbered along the path.  

Subordinate clause  

Short sentences for effect  

Formed with one, two or three words..  

Then it happened.  

The door slammed.  

 

May be interjections requiring an exclamation 

mark.  

Model this sentence type in context  

 

Year 4 

ing_ed sentences 

Sentence must begin with a subordinate clause 

which begins with a verb ending in ‘ing’ followed by 

the location of the action.  

 

Walking in the bush, she stopped at the sight 

of a crocodile facing her.  

Jumping quickly in the air, she landed on her 

feet before sprinting away.  

Uplevel to expand-  add more information 

(adjectives adverbs) 

Focus on prepositions in the first part of the 

sentence in the subordinate clause to explain 

where the action is happening.  

4A sentences  

Expanding on from 2A in year 2. Children use 2 

adjectives to expand the noun (expanded noun 

prhases) but the sentence needs to have two 

nouns expanded in this way.  

The terrible, noisy children raced quickly into 

the busy, crowded playground.  

 

To think carefully about the two linking.  

Expanded noun phrases separated by a comma.  

Uplevel with adverbs in the sentence. 

Emotion word, (comma)  

Doesn’t conform to traditional subject 

verb comination sentences.  

Uses adjective to describe emotion, followed by a 

comma.  

Desperate, she screamed for help.  

Heartbroken, Max fell to the floor.  

May need support with emotion words  

Rest of the sentence describes actions related 

to the opening emotive adjective. Emotive word 

at the start adds more weight to the word.  

Sentence openers , Adverbial phrases 

If, if, if then sentences  If the alarm had gone off, If the bus had 

been on tie, if the road repairs had been 

Subordination  

Using a subordinating conjunction  
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Three dependent clauses in series. It is necessary 

to use a comma after each of the clauses 

beginning with if  

 

completed, then his life would not have been 

destroyed.  

 

Can be simplified to if if then sentences for 

those who struggle  

First word, Last word sentences  

Start with a key word, expand upon that key word, 

then repeat the same key word at the end of the 

sentence for effect.  

 

Brilliant, the whole day has just been brilliant!  Repetition  

Exclamation  

Choosing words for clarity.  

2 pairs sentences  

Two pairs of related adjectives. Each pair is 

followed by a comma and separated by the 

conjunction and 

 

Exhausted and worried, cold and hungry, they 

did not know how much further they could go.  

Varying sentence openers  

Expressing place and cause using conjunctions  

Up-level adjectives enforce the need for 

related adjectives separated by ‘and’  

 

3_ed sentences  

Three related adjectives, each of which ends in –

ed. Usually the adjectives will describe an 

emotion.  

 

Frightened, terrified, exhausted, they ran 

from the creature.  

Ensure the 3 adjectives relate to one another. 

Ensure these are taught as adjective not verbs 

when used in this form.  

 

Year 5 

The more, the more sentences  

 

The first more should be followed by an emotive 

word and the second should be followed by a 

related action.  

 

The more upset she was, the more her tears 

flowed.  

 

The less happy he became, the less likely he 

was to smile.  

Provide a list of human emotions  

When grasped can introduce ‘the less the less’ 

sentences  
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O.(I) sentences or outside:inside  

Two related sentences. First tells us what a 

character is thinking outwardly and the second 

related sentence, which is always in brackets, lets 

the reader know the characters true inner 

feelings.  

She told the little girl not to be so naughty. 

(Inside, however, she was secretly amused by 

what she had done)  

 

He smiled and shook the man’s hand warmly. 

(Inside, however, he was more angry than he 

had ever been) 

Bracketed sentence shows viewpoint  

Possible words for beginning second sentence: 

however, in truth, secretly, happy/sad, 

brave/terrified 

Noun, which/where/who  

These begin with a noun then a comma followed by 

which or where or who  

The final part of the sentence adds detail to the 

noun.  

 

Cakes, which taste fantastic, are not so good 

for your health.  

Nouns  

Commas  

Parenthesis  

Relative pronoun  

Irony sentences 

Deliberately overstates how good or bad 

something is. The overstated word (such as 

wonderful is then shown to be a falsehood in the 

remainder of the sentence, when truth is 

evidenced.)  

 

Our ‘luxury’ hotel turned out to be a Farm 

outbuilding.  

 

With dawn breaking, the ‘beautiful view’ which 

the brochure described, revealed itself to be 

a scrap yard, rubbish tip.  

 

Begin by collecting superlatives which can be 

used in the initial, ironic part of the sentence.  

 

Adjective, same adjective  

Two identical adjectives, one repeated shortly 

after the other. First opens the clause and the 

second comes immediately after the comma.  

 

 

He was a fast runner, fast because he needed 

to be.  

It was a silent town, silent because all the 

residents had fled.  

Once children grasp this, introduce words 

other than because to bridge the sentence.  
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Year 6 

Imagine 3 examples  

These begin with the word ‘imagine’ and then 

describe 3 things about a place, time or person. 

After the 3rd description there is a : followed by a 

statement saying there is such a time, place, 

person.  

Imagine a time when people were not afraid, 

when life was much simpler, when everyone 

helped each other: this is the story of that 

time.  

 

Imagine a place where the sun always shines, 

where wars never happen, where no-one ever 

dies: in the Adromeda 5 system there is such 

a planet.  

Colon  

Relative clauses  

Relative pronouns  

 

Some; others sentences  

Begin with the word ‘some’ and have a semi-colon 

to replace the word but.  

There is no capital letter after the semi colon.  

 

Some people like football; others hate it.  

Some days are full of enjoyment; others are 

long and boring.  

Semi colon  

De:De sentences  

Two independent clauses (making sense on their 

own, also known as main clauses ) are separated by 

a colon. First clause is descriptive and the second 

adds further detail.  

 

Snails are slow: they take hours to cross the 

shortest of distances.  

 

The vampire is a dreadful creature: it kills by 

sucking all the blood from its victim.  

Use of semi colon and colons to mark the 

boundaries  

Remind no capital letter after a colon  

Then; then; then, now sentences 

 

The use of three ‘thens’ the final then is followed 

by a comma and then ‘now’ The first thens set the 

scene for the ‘now’.  

Then thunder shook the ground; then blinding 

lightning tore through; then storm clouds 

blocked every ray of hopeful light, now you 

know the devil is approaching.  

Semi colon  

Commas  
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3 bad-(dash)  question? 

These begin with 3 negative adjectives. After the 

3rd adjective there is a dash and then the question 

relating to the adjectives.  

 

Greed, jealousy, hatred- which of these was 

John’s worst trait? 

 

Thirst, heatstroke, exhaustion, which would 

kill him first? 

Negative adjectives  

Dashes  

Questions  

Ensure the3 adjectives are related  

One word/phrase: definition  

These begin with one word or phrase followed by a 

: This is then followed by a definition of the word.  

Monday: the longest day of the week! 

 

World War Two: a time when many people lost 

their lives.  

Phrases  

Colon  

Definitions  


