
Religious Education at Oakfield 

 

Religious Education: 

At Oakfield Religious Education develops an individual’s knowledge and understanding of the religions and beliefs which form part of contemporary 

society. Religious education provokes challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, beliefs about God, the self and the 

nature of reality, issues of right and wrong, and what it means to be human. It can develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity, of 

other principal religions, other religious traditions and worldviews that offer answers to questions such as these.   

Religious Education also contributes to pupils’ personal development and well-being and to community cohesion by promoting mutual respect and 

tolerance in a diverse society. RE can also make important contributions to other parts of the school curriculum such as citizenship, personal, 

social, health and economic education (PSHE education), the humanities, education for sustainable development and others. It offers opportunities 

for personal reflection and spiritual development, deepening the understanding of the significance of religion in the lives of others – individually, 

communally and cross-culturally. 

 

Oakfield aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• Ask challenging questions about the meaning and purpose of life, beliefs, the self, issues of right and wrong, and what it means to be 

human. 

• Explore their own beliefs (whether they are religious or non-religious), in the light of what they learn, as they examine issues of religious 

belief and faith and how these impact on personal, institutional and social ethics; and to express their responses. 

• Build a sense of personal identity and belonging, to help them flourish within their communities and as citizens in a diverse society. 

• Develop respect for others, including people with different faiths and beliefs, and helps to challenge prejudice. 

• Consider their responsibilities to themselves and to others, and explore how they might contribute to their community and to wider 

society. 

 Aut 1 Aut 2 Spr1 Spr2 Sum 1 Sum 2 

FS Purpose: People and Communities –  

(30-50) • Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them. • Remembers and talks about significant events in their own 

experience. • Recognises and describes special times or events for family or friends. • Shows interest in different occupations and ways of 

life. • Knows some of the things that make them unique, and can talk about some of the similarities and differences in relation to friends or 

family. 

(40-60) • Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines. 

(ELG) Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know that other children don’t 

always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and 

among families, communities and traditions. 



Understanding of the World – 

(30-50) • Comments and asks questions about aspects of their familiar world such as the place where they live or the natural world. 

(40-60) • Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change. 

(ELG) Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about the 

features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. 

 Y1 Content:  Christianity - Creation Story 

Concept: God/Creation 

Does God want Christians to look after the 

world? 

Christianity - Christmas Concept: Incarnation 

What gifts might Christians In my town have 

given Jesus if he had been born here rather 

than in Bethlehem? 

Purpose: Christianity → God; Key figure: 

Jesus – Birth (Christmas); Holy Bible: Old 

Testament; Christian Way of Life – 

Christmas, Sunday 

Skills: Interpretation, Reflection, Empathy, 

Evaluation, Expression, Application, 

Synthesis, Collaboration 

Content: Christianity – Jesus as a friend 

Was it always easy for Jesus to show 

friendship? 

Christianity – Palm Sunday 

Why was Jesus welcomed like a king or 

celebrity by the crowds on Palm Sunday? 

Purpose: Christianity → Everyone is 

important and of equal value; Jesus’ closest 

followers and friends; Jesus as a teacher, 

Son, Father; New Testament; Jesus’ example 

Skills: Investigation, Interpretation, 

Reflection, Empathy, Evaluation, Application, 

Collaboration 

Content:  

Judaism - Shabbat 

Is Shabbat important to Jewish children? 

Judaism - Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 

Are Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 

important to Jewish children? 

Christianity – Infant Baptism 

Purpose: Judaism → Synagogue - Rabbi, 

Symbols and Artefacts, buildings where 

Jews meet; Jewish way of life: Prayer, 

Shabbat day of rest, Friday night meal, 

welcoming Shabbat, lighting candles, 

blessing the children; God: God cares for 

all people, God is the Creator, God is One 

Christianity → Place of Worship: Church – 

building where Christians meet, Symbols 

and artefacts, people with a special role; 

Worship: infant baptism 

Skills: Investigation, Interpretation, 

Reflection, Empathy, Evaluation, Analysis, 

Application, Expression 

Y2 Content: Christianity - What did Jesus 

teach?  

Is it possible to be kind to everyone all of 

the time? 

Christianity - Christmas - Jesus as gift from 

God Concept: Incarnation 

Why do Christians believe God gave Jesus to 

the world? 

Content: Judaism – Passover 

How important is it for Jewish people to do 

what God asks them to do? 

Christianity – Resurrection 

How important is it to Christians that Jesus 

came back to life after His crucifixion? 

Purpose:  Judaism → Ten commandments; 

Love your neighbour as yourself; Moses; God 

cares for all people; God is one; Shabbat; 

Content: Judaism - The Covenant  

How special is the relationship Jews have 

with God? 

Judaism - Rites of Passage and good works 

What is the best way for a Jew to show 

commitment to God? 

Purpose: Judaism → Key figures: Moses; 

Ten Commandments – laws and rules for 

living; Jewish way of life: Mezuzah, 



Purpose: Christianity → God; Key figure: 

Jesus – Birth (Christmas), Jesus as a 

teacher; Holy Bible: Old Testament; Christian 

Way of Life – Christmas, Christians believe 

that everyone is important and of equal value 

Skills: Investigation, Interpretation, 

Reflection, Evaluation, Application, 

Collaboration 

Synagogue; Passover; Exodus; Seder meal; 

symbolism 

Christianity → Birth; Death; resurrection; 

Easter; God in the person of Jesus 

Skills: Investigation, Evaluation, Analysis, 

Application, Expression, Synthesis, 

Collaboration 

Shema; Love your neighbour as yourself; 

God: God is One, God is the Creator, God 

cares for all people; Rites of passage: Bar 

and Bat Mitzvah; Place of worship: 

Synagogue; Jewish way of life: 613 Mitzot 

(commandments); Jews show commitment 

by: keeping the commandments 

Skills: Investigation, Evaluation, Analysis, 

Synthesis, Application, Collaboration 

Y3 Content: Sikhism - The Amrit Ceremony and 

the Khalsa 

Does joining the Khalsa make a person a 

better Sikh? 

Christianity - Christmas Concept: Incarnation 

Has Christmas lost its true meaning? 

Purpose: Sikhism → Sikh way of life: 5ks; 

Places of worship: Guru Granth Sahib – 

Artefacts and symbols, Turban-tying and Amrit 

ceremonies 

Christianity → Key figures: Jesus; Christian 

way of life: Christian values; Holy Book: Bible 

- stories 

Skills: Investigation, Interpretation, 

Reflection, Synthesis, Application, 

Expression, Collaboration 

Content: Easter - Jesus’ Miracles 

Could Jesus heal people? Were these miracles 

or is there some other explanation? 

Easter - Forgiveness 

What is ‘good’ about Good Friday? 

Purpose:  Christians → Christians commitment 

is shown by: caring and healing; Jesus – Son 

of God, Son of Man, Saviour, Messiah, 

Redeemer, Conquer; Parables and miracles; 

Bible stories; Christians values: love, 

kindness, forgiveness and goodness; Holy 

week – The Last Supper, Crucfixion; Buildings, 

artefacts and symbols; Holy Communion 

Skills: Investigation, Interpretation, 

Reflection, Evaluation, Analysis, Synthesis, 

Application, Expression, Collaboration 

Content: Sikhism - Sharing and Community 

Do Sikhs think it is important to share? 

Sikhism - Prayer and Worship 

What is the best way for a Sikh to show 

commitment to God? 

Purpose: Sikhism → Sikh way of life - 

Sikhs believe in: Five Ks, Service to all 

human beings, Working honestly to earn a 

living, Sharing with others; Nishan Sahib; 

One God (Waheguru); Holy book: Guru 

Granth Sahib - Guidance is treated as that 

of a living Guru; Place of worship: 

Gurdwara - Common meal (langar), Amrit 

ceremonies, Building that houses the Guru 

Granth Sahib Ji, Symbols and artefacts, 

People with a special role; Key figures: 

Gurus - Guru Gobind Singh Ji; Ik Onkar 

(there is one God) 
Skills: Investigation, Interpretation, 

Reflection, Empathy, Evaluation, 

Collaboration 

Y4 Content: Islam - Community and Belonging 

Does going to a Mosque give Muslims a sense 

of belonging? 

Christianity - Christmas Concept: Incarnation 

Content: Islam - Prayer at Home 

Does praying at regular intervals help a 

Muslim in his/her everyday life? 

Christianity - Easter 

Is forgiveness always possible for Christians? 

Content: Islam - Hajj 

Does completing Hajj make a person a 

better Muslim? 

Christianity - Prayer and Worship 



What is the most significant part of the 

nativity story for Christians today? 

Purpose: Islam → Place of worship: Mosque – 

building where Muslims meet, wudu, daily 

prayer, symbols and artefacts, role of the 

mosque, Ummah 

Christianity → Key figures: Jesus - followers; 

Christian way of life: Christian values; Holy 

Book: Bible – stories; Worship; God 

Skills: Investigation, Interpretation, 

Reflection, Evaluation, Application, 

Expression, Collaboration 

Purpose: Islam → Daily prayer; Five pillars of 

Islam: Salah; Place of Worship: Mosque; Role 

of the mosque as a social, religious and 

educational centre; Imam; Wudu; Holy book: 

Qur’an; God: Allah as the One True God 

Christianity → Christians believe that human 

beings became sinful and can be redeemed; 

Christian Values: Kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness; Jesus; Lord’s Prayer; Bible 

stories 

Skills: Investigation, Reflection, Empathy, 

Evaluation, Application, Expression, 

Collaboration 

Do people need to go to church to show 

they are Christians? 

Purpose: Islam → Muslim way of life: Five 

Pillars of Islam: Hajj, Makkah, Prayer face 

towards Makkah in Saudi; Arabia; God: 

Allah; Place of Worship: Mosque, Ummah 

(brotherhood) 

Christianity → Christian life is marked by 

rites of passage: baptism; Place of 

worship: Church - buildings, artefacts and 

symbols, The family of believers past, 

present and future, carrying on the work 

of Jesus, Worship: Mass, silence and 

music, styles of worship 

Skills: Investigation, Interpretation, 

Reflection, Empathy, Evaluation, 

Application, Analysis, Expression, 

Collaboration 

Y5 Content: Sikhism - Belief into action 

How far would a Sikh go for his/ her religion? 

Christianity - Christmas Concept: Incarnation 

Is the Christmas story true? 

Purpose: Sikhism → Sikh way of life – Langar 

and Armistar, God’s will, 5 ks; God: One God; 

Place of Worship: Gudwara 

Christianity → Key figures: Jesus - disciples; 

Christian way of life: Christian values; Holy 

Book: Bible – stories; Worship 

Skills: Investigation, Interpretation, 

Reflection, Empathy, Evaluation, Synthesis 

Content: Sikhism - Beliefs and Morals 

Are Sikh stories important today? 

Christianity - Easter 

How significant is it for Christians to believe 

God intended Jesus to die? 

Purpose: Sikhism → Holy Book: Guru Granth 

Sahib; Guidance is treated as that of a living 

Guru; Guru Granth Sahib Ji; Place of Worship: 

Gurdwara – Artefacts; Guru Nanak Ji who 

founded Sikhism; Khalsa; Sikhs believe in 

equality of all human beings, sharing with 

others, service to all human beings 

Christianity → Christian Values: Patience, 

faithfulness, Self-control; The Trinity – God 

as Father, Son and Holy Spirit; Jesus; Rites 

of passage: Death; Bible stories; Disciples, 

friends and followers 

Content: Sikhism - Prayer and Worship 

What is the best way for a Sikh to show 

commitment to God? 

Christianity - Beliefs and Practices 

What is the best way for a Christian to 

show commitment to God?  

Purpose: Sikhism → Sikh way of life: Five 

Ks (obligatory for members of the Khalsa), 

acceptance of God’s will, Service to all 

human beings, Sharing with others, 

Equality of all human being; Holy book: 

Guru Granth Sahib Ji 
Christianity → Christian way of life: The 

Ten Commandments, ‘Fruits of the Spirit’: 

Gal 5: 22-23, attitudes to social and global 

issues, involvement in charitable work; 

Holy book: Bible Meaning and significance 



Skills: Investigation, Interpretation, 

Empathy, Analysis, Expression, Reflection, 

Evaluation, Synthesis, Collaboration 

of: stories; Place of worship: Church - 

buildings, artefacts and symbols, styles of 

worship, The family of believers past, 

present and future, guided by the Holy 

Spirit, carrying on the work of Jesus, Holy 

Communion, Mass 

Skills: Investigation, Interpretation, 

Reflection, Empathy, Evaluation, 

Synthesis, Application, Collaboration 

Y6 Content: Islam - Beliefs and Practices 

What is the best way for a Muslim to show 

commitment to God? 

Christianity - Christmas Concept: Incarnation 

Do Christmas celebrations and traditions help 

Christians understand who Jesus was and why 

he was born? 

Purpose: Islam → Place of Worship: Mosque; 

Muslim way of life: Five pillars of Islam – 

Salah, Sawm, Zakah, Hajj; Allah; Holy Book: 

the Qu’ran - Hadith 

Christianity → Key figures: Jesus - disciples; 

Christian way of life: Christian values; Holy 

Book: Bible – stories; Place of worship: 

Church – music, worship; God – The Trinity, 

Creator God 

Skills: Investigation, Interpretation, 

Reflection, Empathy, Analysis, Synthesis, 

Expression, Collaboration 

Content: Christianity - Beliefs and Meaning 

Is anything ever eternal? 

Christianity - Easter 

Is Christianity still a strong religion 2000 

years after Jesus was on Earth? 

Purpose: Christianity → Rites of passage: 

marriage, death; Bible; Christian commitment 

is shown by: personal relationships; Jesus; 

Parables; Christians believe that human 

beings became sinful and can be redeemed; 

Holy week - ascension into heaven; The 

trinity; Creator God who cares for the world 

and expects people to care for the world; 

Christian Values: Love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 

self-control; ‘Love your Neighbour as 

yourself’; The Ten Commandments; The family 

of believers past, present and future; 

buildings and artefacts; rituals and 

ceremonies; Church; charitable work 

Skills: Investigation, Interpretation, 

Reflection, Evaluation, Synthesis, Application, 

Expression, Collaboration 

Content: Islam - Beliefs and moral values 

Does belief in Akhirah (life after death) 

help Muslims lead good lives? 

Purpose: Islam → Jihad; Allah; Muslim way 

of life - Sunnah - teachings of Muhammad 

(pbuh), Five Pillars of Islam, Muslims 

believe in: the day of judgement and 

afterlife (Akhirah), prophets 

(Muhammad), Allah’s guidance through 

messengers, patience, family, cleanliness; 

Holy Book: the Qu’ran – Hadith;  

Skills: Investigation, Analysis, Expression, 

Empathy, Collaboration 

 


