
Music at Oakfield 
 
At Oakfield Primary School our curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils: perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, 
genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians; learn to sing and to use their voices; understand and explore how music is 
created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate 
musical notations; to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and 
have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence. 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Year 1 
 
 
 
No Place like 
Disney – Tchaikovsky 
nutcracker suite 
Australian folk 
songs/rhythms 

Let’s Remember 
Content: Sing songs about self and home.  
Experiment with sounds heard around the 
home, introduce start/stop signals when 
singing/playing 
 
Purpose:  use their voices expressively and 
creatively by singing songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes; play tuned and untuned 
instruments musically; listen with 
concentration and understanding to a range 
of high-quality live and recorded music; 
experiment with, create, select and combine 
sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 
 
Skills:  
Listening – Identify the beat of a tune;  
Composing – Clap rhythms; Sequence sounds 
to create an overall effect; Create short, 
rhythmic phrases. 
Performing –  Take part in singing, accurately 
following the melody; Use start/stop signals 

Amazing Places & Spaces 
Content: Compare music, compose rhythmic 
piece, compose music for a purpose. 
 
Purpose:  use their voices expressively and 
creatively by singing songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes; play tuned and untuned 
instruments musically;  listen with 
concentration and understanding to a range 
of high-quality live and recorded music; 
experiment with, create, select and combine 
sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 
 
Skills:  
Listening – Identify the beat of a tune; 
Recognise changes in timbre, dynamics and 
pitch. 
Composing – Sequence sounds to create an 
overall effect. 
Performing - Follow instructions on how and 
when to sing or play an instrument. 

Australian Adventure 
Content: Listen to traditional Australian 
music, listen to Australian pop music, explore 
aborigine music and instruments, explore 
beat and rhythm, compose rhythmic/untuned 
accompaniments to traditional Australian 
songs, compose rhythmic piece based on 
names of Australian animals and create a 
pictorial score. 
 
Purpose:  play tuned and untuned 
instruments musically,  listen with 
concentration and understanding to a range 
of high-quality live and recorded music, 
experiment with, create, select and combine 
sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 
 
Skills:  
Listening – Listening to a range of music from 
other cultures; – Identify the beat of a tune; 
Recognise changes in timbre, dynamics and 
pitch. 



Composing – Sequence sounds to create an 
overall effect; Create short, rhythmic phrases. 
Recording – Create a pictorial score 
Performing - Follow instructions on how and 
when to sing or play an instrument. 

Year 2 
 
 
 
Zadok the Priest – 
Handel 
Firework music - 
Handel 
Great fire of London 
music 

Great & Ghastly 
Events – Royal 
theme 
 
Content:  listen and 
reflect on a piece of 
orchestral music, 
invent their own 
musical motifs and 
structure them into a 
piece, perform as an 
ensemble, learn 
musical language 
appropriate to the 
task, compare music 
of one composer 
 
Purpose: listen with 
concentration and 
understanding to a 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
music, experiment 
with, create, select 
and combine sounds 
using the inter-
related dimensions of 
music. 
 
Skills:  

Great & Ghastly 
Events – Great Fire of 
London theme 
 
Content:  Experiment 
with songs and 
chants and know that 
they can be based on 
historical events, 
Explore the use of 
dynamics, tempo, 
beat and pitch, Use 
tuned and un-tuned 
instruments 
creatively to 
compose, Explore, 
choose, organise 
sounds and musical 
ideas, Listen to and 
react to recorded 
music, Know that the 
songs: London´s 
Burning and Ring- a-
ring-a-roses are 
based on historical 
events. 
 
Purpose:  use their 
voices expressively 
and creatively by 
singing songs and 

Extreme Weather 
 
Content:  Learn how sounds can be used 
descriptively, learn  how sounds can describe 
different weather conditions and climates, 
learn about dynamics & timbre, listen to 
different music describing storms and 
investigate how composers have used 
dynamics, compose own storm piece using 
structure and dynamics, perform 
composition, record with pictorial score. 
 
Purpose:  play tuned and untuned 
instruments musically, listen with 
concentration and understanding to a range 
of high-quality live and recorded music, 
experiment with, create, select and combine 
sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 
 
Skills:  
Listening – Recognise changes in timbre, 
dynamics and pitch. 
Composing – Create a sequence of long and 
short sounds; Create a mixture of different 
sounds (long and short, loud and quiet, high 
and low); Choose sounds to create an effect. 
Recording – Use symbols to represent a 
composition and use them to help with a 
performance. 

Cracking Ideas 
 
Content:  Identify and recreate sounds linked 
to inventions and machinery; follow and 
create graphic scores, explore pitch, 
dynamics, tempo, rhythm, timbre, texture; 
identify and create short repeated patterns; 
explore and compose using body percussion 
and vocal sounds. 
 
Purpose:  use their voices expressively and 
creatively by singing songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes,  play tuned and untuned 
instruments musically,  listen with 
concentration and understanding to a range 
of high-quality live and recorded music, 
experiment with, create, select and combine 
sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 
 
Skills:  
Listening – Identify the beat of a tune; 
Recognise changes in timbre, dynamics and 
pitch. 
Composing – Create a sequence of long and 
short sounds; Create a mixture of different 
sounds (long and short, loud and quiet, high 
and low); Choose sounds to create an effect. 
Recording – Use symbols to represent a 
composition and use them to help with a 
performance. 



Listening – Identify 
the beat of a tune; 
Recognise changes in 
timbre, dynamics and 
pitch. 
Composing – Create 
a sequence of long 
and short sounds; 
Create a mixture of 
different sounds 
(long and short, loud 
and quiet, high and 
low); Choose sounds 
to create an effect. 
Recording – Use 
symbols to represent 
a composition and 
use them to help 
with a performance. 
Performing - Make 
and control long and 
short sounds, using 
voice and 
instruments. 

speaking chants and 
rhymes,  play tuned 
and untuned 
instruments 
musically,  listen with 
concentration and 
understanding to a 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
music, experiment 
with, create, select 
and combine sounds 
using the inter-
related dimensions of 
music. 
 
Skills:  
Listening –Recognise 
changes in timbre, 
dynamics and pitch. 
Composing – Choose 
sounds to create an 
effect. 
Recording – Use 
symbols to represent 
a composition and 
use them to help 
with a performance. 
Performing -  Take 
part in singing songs 
and chants, 
accurately following 
the melody. 

Performing - Make and control long and short 

sounds, using voice and instruments. 
Performing - Make and control long and short 
sounds, using voice and instruments. 
 

Year 3 Earthquakes & Volcanoes 
Content: Listen and reflect on a piece of 
orchestral music, Listen and respond to a 

Where it all began 
Content:  Find facts about music from Bronze 
Age to Iron Age, improvise/compose a song,  

Eurovision 
Content: 

Egyptians 
Content: Compose 
music using harmonic 



Michael Daugherty: 
Fire and Blood – I: 
Volcano 

range of ‘volcano’ music and dance, Explore 
the use of timbre, dynamics, tempo, beat and 
pitch, Use tuned and un-tuned instruments 
creatively to compose, Explore, choose, 
organise sounds and musical ideas including a 
drone, Perform composition, Record 
composition using notation and pictures. 
 
Purpose:  appreciate and understand a wide 
range of high-quality live and recorded music 
drawn from different traditions and from 
great composers and musicians,  improvise 
and compose music for a range of purposes 
using the inter-related dimensions of music 
 
Skills:  
Listening – Use the terms: duration, timbre, 
pitch, beat, tempo, texture and use of silence 
to describe music. 
Composing – Create repeated patterns with a 
range of instruments; Use drones as 
accompaniments. 
Recording – Devise nonstandard symbols to 
indicate when to play and rest. 
Performing - Maintain a simple part within a 
group. 

Compose a lullaby, listen and comment on 
classical music 
 
Purpose:  develop an understanding of the 
history of music; improvise and compose 
music for a range of purposes using the inter-
related dimensions of music.  appreciate and 
understand a wide range of high-quality live 
and recorded music drawn from different 
traditions and from great composers and 
musicians 
 
Skills:  
Listening – Evaluate music using musical 
vocabulary to identify areas of likes and 
dislikes; Understand layers of sounds and 
discuss their effect on mood and feelings. 
Composing – Compose and perform melodic 
songs. 
Performing - Sing from memory with 
accurate pitch; Sing in tune; Pronounce words 
within a song clearly; Show control of voice. 

Listen to a range of 
traditional music 
from a range of 
countries within 
Europe, Perform 
songs from a range of 
countries within 
Europe. 
 
Purpose: Play and 
perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and 
playing musical 
instruments with 
increasing accuracy, 
fluency, control and 
expression, 
Appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
music drawn from 
different traditions 
and from great 
composers and 
musicians 
 
Skills:  
Listening – Evaluate 
music using musical 
vocabulary to identify 
areas of likes and 
dislikes;  
Performing - Sing 
from memory with 

minor scale in 
Egyptian style.  
Compare dynamics, 
texture, timbre & 
pitch. 
 
Purpose: improvise 
and compose music 
for a range of 
purposes using the 
inter-related 
dimensions of music; 
listen with attention 
to detail and recall 
sounds with 
increasing aural 
memory; use and 
understand staff and 
other musical 
notations; appreciate 
and understand a 
wide range of high-
quality live and 
recorded music 
drawn from different 
traditions and from 
great composers and 
musicians; develop 
an understanding of 
the history of music. 
 
Skills:  
Listening – Use the 
terms: duration, 
timbre, pitch, beat, 
tempo, texture and 



accurate pitch; Sing 
in tune; Pronounce 
words within a song 
clearly; Show control 
of voice. 

use of silence to 
describe music. 
Composing – Create 
repeated patterns 
with a range of 
instruments 
Performing -Maintain 
a simple part within a 
group. 

Year 4 
 
 
Music Service – 
drumming 
programme: samba, 
taiko, tuned 
percussion 

Building an Empire 
Content: Find facts about music and musical 
instruments from Roman times; Explore beat 
through marching music; explore  rhythm, 
beat, tempo, pitch, mood and dynamics 
through listening; use tuned and untuned 
instruments to create sound effects and 
mood; compose for a purpose; create a 
musical score 
 
Purpose:  Develop an understanding of the 
history of music, play and perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts, using their voices and 
playing musical instruments with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, control and expression, 
improvise and compose music for a range of 
purposes using the inter-related dimensions 
of music 
 
Skills:  
Listening – Use the terms: duration, timbre, 
pitch, beat, tempo, texture and use of silence 
to describe music. 
Composing – Choose, order, combine and 
control sounds to create an effect. 
Recording – Devise nonstandard symbols to 
indicate when to play and rest. 

Land of Hope and Glory 
Content: Learn about Elgar’s Pomp & 
Circumstance March No. 1 – why was it 
written, in what situations is it now used (BBC 
Proms, sports, films); Explore British music 
through the decades 1940s+; sing songs from 
memory and perform with an awareness of 
others 
 
Purpose:  play and perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts, using their voices and 
playing musical instruments with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, control and expression; 
listen with attention to detail and recall 
sounds with increasing aural memory; 
appreciate and understand a wide range of 
high-quality live and recorded music drawn 
from different traditions and from great 
composers and musicians; develop an 
understanding of the history of music. 
 
Skills:  
Listening – Evaluate music using musical 
vocabulary to identify areas of likes and 
dislikes. 
Performing - Sing from memory with 
accurate pitch. 

Eurovision 
Content: 
Listen to a range of 
traditional music 
from a range of 
countries within 
Europe, Perform 
songs from a range of 
countries within 
Europe. 
 
Purpose: Play and 
perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and 
playing musical 
instruments with 
increasing accuracy, 
fluency, control and 
expression, 
Appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
music drawn from 
different traditions 
and from great 

Raiding and Trading 
Content: Singing in 
parts, listening to 
storm music, 
composing storm 
music. 
 
Purpose:  play and 
perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and 
playing musical 
instruments with 
increasing accuracy, 
fluency, control and 
expression;  
appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
music drawn from 
different traditions 
and from great 
composers and 
musicians;  improvise 
and compose music 
for a range of 



Performing -  Play notes on an instrument 
with care so that they are clear;  Perform with 
control and awareness of others. 

composers and 
musicians 
 
Skills:  
Listening – Evaluate 
music using musical 
vocabulary to identify 
areas of likes and 
dislikes;  
Performing - Sing 
from memory with 
accurate pitch; Sing 
in tune; Sing in parts, 
Pronounce words 
within a song clearly; 
Show control of 
voice. 

purposes using the 
inter-related 
dimensions of music 
 
Skills:  
Listening – Use the 
terms: duration, 
timbre, pitch, beat, 
tempo, texture and 
use of silence to 
describe music; 
Understand layers of 
sounds and discuss 
their effect on mood 
and feelings. 
Composing – Use 
digital technologies 
to compose pieces of 
music. 
Recording – 
Recognise the 
symbols for a minim, 
crotchet and 
semibreve and say 
how many beats they 
represent. 
Performing -  Play 
notes on an 
instrument with care 
so that they are clear;  
Perform with control 
and awareness of 
others. 

Year 5 
 
 

Conflict WWI 
Content: Sing a range of WW1 songs; Sing in 2 
part harmony;  Learn about singing and 

Land of the Free 
Content: Learn about the history of American 
music; Learn about American folk songs and 

A Lasting Legacy 
Content:  Learn about triple time, performing, 
composing and singing rhythms and music 



Learn to read musical 
notation, learn to 
play a musical 
instrument 

playing in phrases; Learn about and compare 
music from this period; Compose for a 
purpose; Explore  timbre, dynamics, tempo, 
beat, rhythm, pitch, mood; learn about 
intervals between notes 
  
Purpose:  develop an understanding of the 
history of music,  appreciate and understand a 
wide range of high-quality live and recorded 
music drawn from different traditions and 
from great composers and musicians,  play 
and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical 
instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression, improvise and 
compose music for a range of purposes using 
the inter-related dimensions of music 
 
Skills:  
Listening – Choose from a wide range of 
musical vocabulary to accurately describe and 
appraise music including: pitch, dynamics, 
tempo, timbre, texture, lyrics and melody, 
sense of occasion, solo, round,  harmonies, 
accompaniments, drones, cyclic patterns, 
combination of musical elements, cultural 
context; Describe how lyrics often reflect the 
cultural context of music and have social 
meaning 
Composing – Create rhythmic patterns with 
an awareness of timbre and duration, 
Thoughtfully select elements for a piece in 
order to gain a desired effect,  Create songs 
with verses and a chorus, Convey the 
relationship between the lyrics and the 
melody 

how they are used in Copland’s Rodeo-
Hoedown; Use tuned and untuned 
instruments; Identify and use call and 
response, melody, ostinato and syncopation; 
Compose for a purpose; Perform as an 
ensemble. 
 
Purpose:   Play and perform in ensemble 
contexts, using their voices and playing 
musical instruments; Improvise and compose 
music for a range of purposes using the 
interrelated dimensions of music; Listen with 
attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory 
 
Skills:  
Listening – Choose from a wide range of 
musical vocabulary to accurately describe and 
appraise music including: pitch, dynamics, 
tempo, timbre, texture, lyrics and melody, 
sense of occasion, solo, round,  harmonies, 
accompaniments, drones, cyclic patterns, 
combination of musical elements, cultural 
context;  
Composing – Create rhythmic patterns with 
an awareness of timbre and duration, 
Thoughtfully select elements for a piece in 
order to gain a defined effect. 
Recording – Use the standard musical 
notation of crotchet, minim and semibreve to 
indicate how many beats to play. 
Performing - Sing or play from memory with 
confidence, Perform solos or as part of an 
ensemble, Sing or play expressively and in 
tune. 

which has a clear three-beat feel; Learn about 
the pentatonic scale and use this to compose 
and perform rhythms in triple time from a 
graphic score; Learn about the leitmotif as a 
short rhythmic or melodic pattern used to 
represent a character, creating and 
performing leitmotifs for a Greek god or 
goddess and a hero or character within a 
Greek myth, responding to some of their 
characteristics using the Pentatonic Scale and 
Triple Time and performing this as part of a 
class performance of a Greek myth; Explore 
“Greek-inspired” music from different times 
and places listening for how composers have 
used the elements of music   
 
Purpose:  play and perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts, using their voices and 
playing musical instruments with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, control and expression; 
improvise and compose music for a range of 
purposes using the inter-related dimensions 
of music,  use and understand staff and other 
musical notations; appreciate and understand 
a wide range of high-quality live and recorded 
music drawn from different traditions and 
from great composers and musicians; develop 
an understanding of the history of music. 
 
Skills:  
Listening- Choose from a wide range of 
musical vocabulary to accurately describe and 
appraise music including: pitch, dynamics, 
tempo, timbre, texture, lyrics and melody, 
sense of occasion, solo, round,  harmonies, 
accompaniments, drones, cyclic patterns, 



Recording – Use the standard musical 
notation of crotchet, minim and semibreve to 
indicate how many beats to play. 
Performing - Sing or play from memory with 
confidence, Perform solos or as part of an 
ensemble, Sing or play expressively and in 
tune. 

pentatonic scale, combination of musical 
elements, cultural context. 
Composing – Convey the relationship 
between the lyrics and the melody, Create 
rhythmic patterns with an awareness of 
timbre and duration, Thoughtfully select 
elements for a piece in order to gain a defined 
effect. 
Recording – Use the standard musical 
notation of crotchet, minim and semibreve to 
indicate how many beats to play. 
Performing - Perform solos or as part of an 
ensemble, Sing or play expressively and in 
tune. 

Year 6 
 
 
Learn to read musical 
notation, learn to 
play a musical 
instrument 

Conflict (WWII) 
Content:  Learn about the changes in musical 
styles in Britain from the 1930’s,  Learn about 
music in Britain during the Second World War, 
Learn some traditional Second World War 
songs and move to a piece of Swing music,  
Learn about the shape of melodies in World 
War II songs and how melodies can move by 
steps and leaps, Learn about the sounds of 
WWII sirens and how their “sliding sound” can 
be produced by using the Chromatic Scale 
which moves entirely by stepwise pitches, 
Learn how the sounds of WWII can be shown 
and performed in a graphic score and can be 
combined with Chromatic Scale WWII Siren 
calls in a Soundscape using a graphic score, 
Learn about Big Bands and Swing Music 
during the 1930’s and 1940’s, Learn about 
Theme and Variations in Big Band and Swing 
Music,  Learn to sing and perform the melody 
of a famous song   
 

Land of the Free 
Content: Study the life of a famous 
composer; Listen and reflect on a piece of 
orchestral music; identify and create Latin 
inspired ostinatos; perform as an ensemble; 
compose for a purpose; create musical score 
 
Purpose:  play and perform in ensemble 
contexts, using voices and playing musical 
instruments; improvise and compose music 
for a range of purposes using the interrelated 
dimensions of music; listen with attention to 
detail and recall sounds with increasing aural 
memory 
 
Skills:  
Listening – Use and understand simple time 
signatures; Choose from a wide range of 
musical vocabulary to accurately describe and 
appraise music including: pitch, dynamics, 
tempo, timbre, texture, lyrics and melody, 
sense of occasion, solo, round,  harmonies, 

The Silk Road 
Content:  Study a piece of orchestral music by 
a famous composer (Rimsy-Korsakov); Learn 
about how music depicts a story; identify 
characters through melodic motifs; identify 
changes in tempo, pitch, dynamics, timbre, 
etc., Create own motifs to depict characters in 
composition; create a musical score 
 
Purpose:  Play and perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts, using their voices and 
playing musical instruments with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, control and expression,  
Listen with attention to detail and recall 
sounds with increasing aural memory, Use 
and understand staff and other musical 
notations, Appreciate and understand a wide 
range of high-quality live and recorded music 
drawn from different traditions and from 
great composers and musicians, Develop an 
understanding of the history of music. 
 



 

Purpose:  Play and perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts, using their voices and 
playing musical instruments with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, control and expression,  
Listen with attention to detail and recall 
sounds with increasing aural memory, Use 
and understand staff and other musical 
notations, Appreciate and understand a wide 
range of high-quality live and recorded music 
drawn from different traditions and from 
great composers and musicians, Develop an 
understanding of the history of music. 
 
Skills:  
Listening –   Use and understand simple time 
signatures; Choose from a wide range of 
musical vocabulary to accurately describe and 
appraise music including: pitch, dynamics, 
tempo, timbre, texture, lyrics and melody, 
sense of occasion, solo, round,  harmonies, 
accompaniments, drones, cyclic patterns, 
chromatic scale, combination of musical 
elements, cultural context; Describe how 
lyrics often reflect the cultural context of 
music and have social meaning. 
Composing – Combine a variety of musical 
devices, including melody, rhythm and chords. 
Recording – Read and create notes on the 
musical stave. 
Performing - Sing or play from memory with 
confidence; Perform solos or as part of an 
ensemble; Sing or play expressively and in 
tune; Sing a harmony part confidently and 
accurately. 

accompaniments, drones, cyclic patterns, 
chromatic scale, combination of musical 
elements, cultural context;  
Composing – Use drones and melodic ostinati 
(based on the pentatonic scale). 
Recording – Read and create notes on the 
musical stave. 
Performing - Sing or play from memory with 
confidence;  Perform solos or as part of an 
ensemble; Perform with controlled breathing 
(voice) and skillful playing (instrument). 

Skills:  
Listening – Use and understand simple time 
signatures; Choose from a wide range of 
musical vocabulary to accurately describe and 
appraise music including: pitch, dynamics, 
tempo, timbre, texture, lyrics and melody, 
sense of occasion, solo, round,  harmonies, 
accompaniments, drones, cyclic patterns, 
chromatic scale, combination of musical 
elements, cultural context. 
Composing – Combine a variety of musical 
devices, including melody, rhythm and 
chords; Use digital technologies to compose, 
edit and refine pieces of music. 
Recording – Read and create notes on the 
musical stave. 
Performing - Perform solos or as part of an 
ensemble; Perform with controlled breathing 
(voice) and skilful playing (instrument). 
 
 
MAIN FOCUS THIS TERM = READING 
MUSICAL NOTATION AND LEARNING TO 
PLAY A MUSICAL INSTRUMENT 



 

 


