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About this unit
Reflect upon justice and freedom in relation to world religions and secular life; 
consider codes by which people live their lives and how rules may originate from 
religious teachings.  This unit has strong links with citizenship and personal and spiritual 
development.
 
 Resources: stories of justice and equality, human rights
 Martin Luther King:  “I have a dream”

Levels of attainment 

Challenges and dilemmas

Use current class and school issues of fairness and justice to contextualise the issues and 
to make them relevant for pupils.
Be aware of any sensitivity surrounding them!

Fields of enquiry

Teaching Objectives Learning Outcomes AT1 Learning Outcomes AT2

Provide opportunities for 
children to:

I can: I can:

Meaning, Purpose & Truth
explore issues of justice and 
freedom as experienced by faith 
members

understand the concepts of 
forgiveness and reconciliation and 
the ways these are demonstrated 
by some people of faith

describe what freedom means to 
people of faith

show understanding of beliefs, 
feelings and experiences of faith 
members who have experienced 
injustice 

make links between different 
experiences of injustice related 
to faith and belief

describe the ways in 
which people of faith have 
demonstrated forgiveness and 
reconciliation in their lives 

identify the impact of a religious 
teaching such as forgiveness on a 
believer’s actions

explain what freedom means 
to me

share experiences of injustice in 
my life and the wider world and 
suggest ways to create a fairer 
world 

describe and explain my hopes 
and dreams for a just world and 
the ways these might be brought 
to reality

recognise situations where I need 
to forgive or be forgiven and 
ways in which I might enable this 
to happen

appreciate the power of 
forgiveness and reconciliation in 
my world and that of others

Level
AT1 (Knowledge & 

Understanding)
AT2 (Reflection & Response)

3
Know why and how people of 
faith demonstrate forgiveness 

Talk about when I have felt the power 
of being forgiven and being able to 
forgive

4

Describe and explain how 
members of faith groups 
are guided by their codes of 
conduct and the impact this has 
on their lives

Ask questions about injustice and 
suggest ways to create a fairer world

5

Explain how beliefs about right 
and wrong can affect the lives 
and actions of people and 
communities

Make an informed response to 
the way different religions and 
denominations respond to a specific 
moral debate

Recommended teaching time:  14 hours per term

Unit 6.3: Justice and freedom 
What does it mean to be free?



RE 
LEARNING 

CYCLE

This is a spiral curriculum model; plan to revisit 
sections of the cycle to further develop learning.

Prepare for learning

pairs - justice is… freedom is…
Human Rights / Equalities
faith groups / moral codes

Identify Learning Outcomes
- shape enquiry

what does freedom mean to people of faith?
what would the world be like without forgiveness?
what is meant by reconciliation; how can people be 
reconciled?
what are my hopes and dreams for a just world?

Reflect on learning

talk about what freedom means to me and to people 
of faith

think about someone who is a peacemaker;  why do 
they act as they do?

reflect upon how forgiveness and reconciliation can 
change lives

consider what it takes to make a just society

Share new understanding
- communicate and evaluate

complete the statements Justice is… and Freedom is…

hotseat a person of faith whose life demonstrates forgiveness and reconciliation

enact a group scenario portraying an incident of forgiveness and reconciliation

debate a current issue of justice and freedom; make a response – letter to MP, 
petition, demonstration 

compose a group peace prayer or song using a model such as Make me a 
Channel of Your Peace, The Lord is My Shepherd

create a classroom tree on which to hang hopes and dreams for a fairer world

Search for meaning
- investigate and interpret

analyse the meaning of freedom to believers, as revealed in faith 
stories

explore faith members’ motivation behind their commitment to 
resolve issues of injustice

contrast contemporary examples of discrimination for members 
of different faiths

explore ways in which a person of faith has demonstrated 
forgiveness and reconciliation; find out why they acted in this way 

Provide new information
- think about religion and belief

explore the notion of freedom of action; investigate 
examples of injustice; how do people of faith work 
to resolve them?
find out about times when people of faith have 
been treated unjustly
explore the teaching of forgiveness in two or more 
faiths

Engage the learner

school community issues newspaper / BBC 
classclips showing injustice

© 2011 - East Riding of Yorkshire Council, Kingston-upon-Hull, North Lincolnshire, North East Lincolnshire

Unit 6.3: Justice and freedom 
What does it mean to be free?


