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About this unit
Develop understanding of how and why religions celebrate key religious events in 
history; opportunity to explore the significance of those celebrations from a believer’s 
perspective.  Consider concepts such as ‘covenant’, ‘prophecy’, ‘sacrifice’, ‘hope’ and ‘joy’.
 
Resources: Old and New Testaments

Levels of attainment 

Challenges and dilemmas

When discussing the end of life, be sensitive to pupils who may have experienced 
bereavement.
 
Using Philosophy for Children might mitigate pupils’ understanding of ultimate questions 
and help them to disagree respectfully.

Fields of enquiry

Teaching Objectives Learning Outcomes AT1 Learning Outcomes AT2

Provide opportunities for 
children to:

I can: I can:

Meaning, Purpose & Truth
explore key events of Jesus’ life 
as a fulfilment of Old Testament  
prophecy

explore some ultimate questions 
of meaning, purpose and truth 
including their own

explore Biblical stories to identify 
God’s expectations for humanity

investigate key events in Jesus’ 
life and consider the fulfilment of 
Old Testament prophecy

identify what makes some  
questions ultimate 

explore responses offered to an 
ultimate question from different 
faith perspectives 

express my thoughts about 
promises, covenant and prophecy

reflect on a key moment in Jesus’ 
life and consider the choices he 
faced

suggest answers to some 
ultimate questions

compare my response to an 
ultimate question with that of 
a faith member, respecting all 
viewpoints

Practices & Ways of Life
explore different ways in which 
the life of a faith member may be 
enriched through participation in 
a festival or celebration

show understanding of the way 
participating in a festival may 
impact on the life of a faith 
member

reflect and share how  religious 
celebrations have an impact on 
us and on our community

Level
AT1 (Knowledge & 

Understanding)
AT2 (Reflection & Response)

3
Describe faith responses to 
ultimate questions

Identify questions that have no 
definite answer

4
Show I understand why festivals 
matter to followers of two or 
more faiths

Devise questions to ask a believer 
about why they celebrate festivals

5
Explain the links between Old 
Testament prophecy and the life 
of Jesus

Refer to a key moment in Jesus’ life 
and express my views on the way this 
is marked by Christians

Recommended teaching time:  14 hours per term

Unit 6.2: Hopes and visions 
What is the hope offered by faith?



RE 
LEARNING 

CYCLE

This is a spiral curriculum model; plan to revisit 
sections of the cycle to further develop learning.

Prepare for learning

P4C
Community of enquiry
groups - Big Questions

Identify Learning Outcomes
- shape enquiry

what are the Big Questions of life? how do different 
faiths respond to the same Big Question?
what might have been the Big Questions in Jesus’ life; 
what choices did Jesus have?
why, for Christians, is Easter the fulfilment of God’s 
promise?

Reflect on learning

identify what makes some questions ultimate; reflect 
on Big Questions in my life

express thoughts on promises, covenants and 
prophecy; refer to OT and NT passages 

reflect and share how religious festivals impact on 
wider society 

Share new understanding
- communicate and evaluate

plan a celebration in the style of a religious festival; use drama, dance, 
music, food

evaluate ways that festivals enrich the lives of believers

consider how the life of Jesus is depicted in art; explore the symbolism 
and the message conveyed - create their own artistic impression of a 
key event in Jesus’ life

hold a community of enquiry to explore an ultimate question

express ideas about an ultimate question in a poem, painting or design

Search for meaning
- investigate and interpret

investigate key events in Jesus’ life where these fulfil what prophets 
foretold
 
explore the Easter story; talk about the hopes and fears of Jesus’ 
friends

consider a festival that marks an important event from another world 
faith; make links with a Christian festival

explore faith responses to significant questions of meaning, purpose 
and truth 

interpret the meaning behind the words of a biblical text or a hymn 

Provide new information
- think about religion and belief

find out what Old Testament (OT) prophets said 
about a messiah [Isaiah 9:5-7, 52:13ff, Psalm 89:3-4]

read gospel accounts which show how writers 
believed Jesus fulfilled OT prophecy [Exodus 24:8, 
Zechariah 9:9, Psalm 22]

explore what happens in religious festivals linked to 
key events in Jesus’ life 

Engage the learner

Art in Heaven & Spirited Arts websites
personal hopes & dreams
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Unit 6.2: Hopes and visions 
What is the hope offered by faith?


