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About this unit
Build upon understanding of a journey to explore personal response to a pilgrimage.  
Explore local and global pilgrimage sites for different faiths. 
 
Resources: pilgrimage artefacts and symbols, live webcam images

Levels of attainment 

Challenges and dilemmas

Where possible make a visit to a local sacred place which may be a place pilgrimage for 
some – church, cathedral, cemetery, memorial.
 
Consider sensitivities around dressing up for roleplay.

Fields of enquiry

Teaching Objectives Learning Outcomes AT1 Learning Outcomes AT2

Provide opportunities for 
children to:

I can: I can:

Expressing Meaning
investigate the ways believers 
express their faith through 
pilgrimage

investigate the importance 
of holy places and show 
understanding of why they have 
significance for believers

explain why pilgrims of different 
faiths and within a faith express 
their belief in this way

reflect on places which have 
significance for me and analyse 
why they are important

think about significant journeys 
in my life and reflect on how I 
might feel if I were to make a 
pilgrimage

Practices & Ways of Life
discover the impact of pilgrimage 
on a person of faith

describe and show understanding 
of actions carried out by a 
pilgrim before, during and after 
pilgrimage

give reasons why people make a 
religious pilgrimage and consider 
the impact of such an experience

compare rituals in pilgrim 
journeys from different faiths and 
connect with ritual in my life

ask questions about the meaning 
of pilgrimage to a believer and 
the impact on their life

Level
AT1 (Knowledge & 

Understanding)
AT2 (Reflection & Response)

3
Describe how religious beliefs 
inspire special journeys

Make links between journeys I 
make and the reasons people go on 
pilgrimages

4
Show an understanding of what 
believers of different faiths do 
on a pilgrimage

Ask questions and suggest possible 
answers about what motivates 
people to participate in a pilgrimage

5
Explain why places of pilgrimage 
are special for different faiths

Make an informed response as to the 
effect of pilgrimage on the life of a 
pilgrim

Recommended teaching time:  14 hours per term

Unit 5.3: Pilgrimage  
Why do people of faith make a pilgrimage?



RE 
LEARNING 

CYCLE

This is a spiral curriculum model; plan to revisit 
sections of the cycle to further develop learning.

Prepare for learning

plan to visit local site
whiteboard - world pilgrimage sites online

Identify Learning Outcomes
- shape enquiry

what is pilgrimage? who goes? why?
where are the sacred sites of pilgrimage for 
different faiths? why?
what does pilgrimage mean to a believer? what is
the impact on their life?

Reflect on learning

suggest reasons why some people think of life as a 
pilgrimage or journey; talk about how this fits with our own 
understanding

consider the words of the hymn To Be A Pilgrim and put 
them into modern language; what do they say to us today?

how is a pilgrimage different from any other journey? why?

reflect on feelings which may be experienced by pilgrims 
and the impact of the pilgrimage

Share new understanding
- communicate and evaluate

create a multifaith guide to pilgrimage sites around the world; show 
understanding of the significance of each site

pack a suitcase showing the items a Muslim might take on Hajj; explain 
why Muslims perform the Hajj

imagine yourself as a pilgrim; make a diary of events and journal your 
thoughts and impressions

Search for meaning
- investigate and interpret

investigate sites of pilgrimage for different world faiths; identify the 
significance of what happens there

explore why Jerusalem is an important place of pilgrimage; which sites 
are holy for more than one faith?

investigate in detail what happens during a particular pilgrimage; 
highlight significant events for pilgrims

find out about what a pilgrim may carry; why?

read/ listen to Pilgrims’ Progress and discuss the meaning of Christian’s 
story

Provide new information
- think about religion and belief

visit a local place of pilgrimage if possible; find out 
why it is a place of pilgrimage

observe rituals performed at sites of pilgrimage; 
discover how the actions link to belief

identify artefacts used by the pilgrim; consider their 
purpose

Engage the learner

world map
guided visualisation of a pilgrim’s journey
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