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About this unit

Explore patterns in our lives, contrasting them with those who share a religious faith.  
Question how personal beliefs affect your way of life; how does a faith community order 
the life of its members?
Involve practising members of particular faith(s); link to the lives of any in the class who 
follow their own set of beliefs.
 
Resources: community members ‘living a faith’ and information about their underlying 
beliefs

Levels of attainment 

Challenges and dilemmas

This unit may be an opportunity to study a faith community in depth, especially if there 
is a local one to which you can turn for support and for resources.  Consider residential 
centres as well as those that provide a focus for weekly worship.

Fields of enquiry

Teaching Objectives Learning Outcomes AT1 Learning Outcomes AT2

Provide opportunities for 
children to:

I can: I can:

Identity, Diversity & Belonging
investigate forms of religious 
practice that give a sense 
of identity and belonging 
to members of a local faith 
community and to others

explore activities that give a 
believer a sense of identity and 
belonging

recognise the range of regular 
activities within and between 
faiths that create a sense of 
identity and belonging

express my thoughts about 
how shared activities create a 
sense of belonging, meaning 
and purpose to faith groups

Practices & Ways of Life
compare and contrast regular 
religious practice in the lives of 
members of different faiths

identify and explain how regular 
religious activity impacts on the 
lives of faith members

consider my own and others’ 
views on the challenges of living 
a faith

Beliefs, Teachings & Sources
consider how the teaching 
of faith founders is reflected 
in the life of local religious 
communities

describe and explain how 
the activities of a local faith 
community reflect the teaching 
of the faith founder

make links between different 
religious communities and the 
teachings of their faith founders

Level
AT1 (Knowledge & 

Understanding)
AT2 (Reflection & Response)

2
Identify a regular religious 
activity

Interpret ways religious activity gives 
a sense of belonging

3

Describe similarities and 
differences between the 
religious activities of different 
faiths

Ask questions and begin to develop 
answers as to why belief is expressed 
in certain ways 

4
Explain how the activities of 
a faith community reflect key 
teaching of the faith founder

Make links between religious belief 
and teaching

Recommended teaching time:  14 hours per term

Unit 4.1: Community  
What does it mean to belong to a faith?



RE 
LEARNING 

CYCLE

This is a spiral curriculum model; plan to revisit 
sections of the cycle to further develop learning.

Prepare for learning

make links with Christian and other faith 
communities  

Identify Learning Outcomes
- shape enquiry

where do I get my sense of identity?
what gives a believer a sense of identity and 
belonging?
how does a religious community demonstrate their 
faith? 

Reflect on learning

how might believers feel a sense of community with 
members from around the world?

express thoughts about what makes a sense of 
community

reflect on belonging to different communities and 
their impact on my life

Share new understanding
- communicate and evaluate

create and label a montage of the activities of a local faith community; 
annotate the display to show how their activities reflect the teachings 
and beliefs of that community; invite a member of the community to 
‘unveil’ it

roleplay a time when it could be difficult for faith members to live out 
what they believe

share ways in which believers show they belong and consider the 
challenges of belonging

Search for meaning
- investigate and interpret

investigate how shared religious events give a sense of identity and 
belonging to participants

explore the ways in which regular worship helps a faith member 
feel part of both the local and the wider faith community 

explain how symbols and artefacts remind a believer of the 
teachings they follow

identify the ways in which beliefs are demonstrated in the lives of 
members of different faiths 

Provide new information
- think about religion and belief

find out about the ways members of a faith 
community gain a sense of identity and belonging

invite a faith member to talk about their community 
activities and/or investigate local faith community 
newsletters/websites

talk to different faith communities about the 
responsibility of putting beliefs into practice   

Engage the learner

information about local & regional faith 
communities - written, online, oral, pictorial
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