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About this unit

Build on visits made in KS1; include opportunities to observe and/or take part in faith 
rituals, focusing on their significance for faith members. Link to a local place of worship as 
far as possible; contrast with a place of worship from a different faith. Gain insight into the 
influence of faith within a practising group to find out how tradition and ceremony is part 
of religious life.  
 
Resources: symbols and artefacts from major world faiths - including food, pictures and 
statues, community logos and badges

Levels of attainment 

Challenges and dilemmas

Life experiences of pupils should be paramount in setting the tone of this unit; try to use 
local input from neighbourhood faiths wherever possible.

Ask permission before taking photographs around a place of worship, and respect the fact 
that, for Muslims, Allah cannot be represented as an image.

Fields of enquiry

Teaching Objectives Learning Outcomes AT1 Learning Outcomes AT2

Provide opportunities for children 
to:

I can: I can:

Identity, Diversity & Belonging
actively explore the diversity 
and significance of local places 
of worship to faith groups and 
members of the community

describe the main features of a 
religious place and know how 
people worship there

demonstrate understanding of 
what is sacred in a religious place 
for members of the faith

describe different uses of religious 
places by faith members and the 
wider community

recognise similarities and 
differences in places of worship 
within or between religions

show awareness that worship may 
take place in different spaces

talk about times when I have been 
to a place of worship and consider 
the importance of that place for 
my community 

show awareness of the effect a 
sacred place might have on faith 
members and their sense of 
belonging

reflect upon why a religious 
building gives both faith members 
and the wider community a sense 
of belonging

express and share personal 
responses to the spiritual nature of 
sacred places and spaces

Practices & Ways of Life
investigate the rituals which 
comprise an act of worship from 
two or more faiths 

describe and compare the actions 
of participants in worship including 
the purpose of artefacts and 
symbols

consider similarities in worship 
within and/or between faiths

compare the rituals in my life with 
those of others

express my thoughts about the 
significance of worship for faith 
members

Level
AT1 (Knowledge & 

Understanding)
AT2 (Reflection & Response)

1
Name a place of worship and 
who worships there

Think about why a local place of 
worship is important and to whom

2
Tell what happens in an act of 
worship

Reflect on a ritual I have observed 
and its impact on the believer

3
Describe rituals and related 
symbols from different faiths

Say how I think participating in rituals 
gives believers a sense of belonging

Recommended teaching time:  14 hours per term

Unit 3.3: Encounters  
What makes a place sacred?



RE 
LEARNING 

CYCLE

This is a spiral curriculum model; plan to revisit 
sections of the cycle to further develop learning.

Prepare for learning

partners
roleplay
organise visits to sacred spaces

Identify Learning Outcomes
- shape enquiry

what makes a space sacred? how is it used?
what makes a building sacred? why?
what rituals are found in worship?

Reflect on learning

significance of ritual actions of the worshippers

consider feelings when participating in a celebration

reflect on feelings of faith members when in a sacred 
space

keep a journal of personal responses to visiting places 
of spiritual significance

Share new understanding
- communicate and evaluate

recognise similarities and suggest reasons for differences in worship 
rituals within or between two/more religions

present thoughts and feelings about an observed religious ritual in a 
poem, picture or letter

show understanding by roleplaying a worship ritual

identify why a space is sacred and what makes it so

Search for meaning
- investigate and interpret

encounter religious leaders to find out how faith groups worship; 
talk about the leader’s role in worship rituals and symbols they 
wear/use

join in or observe a ceremony that involves a ritual – eucharist 
services, confirmation, wudu, puja, ceremonies associated with the 
Guru Granth Sahib, Shabbat

consider the significance of rituals for the worshippers

Provide new information
- think about religion and belief

visit a local sacred place or place of worship; find 
out about what happens there

visit a contrasting worship space for a different faith

look at the features and symbolism in each

Engage the learner

daily and weekly events and routines
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