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About this unit

Investigate the lives of key figures & founders in the major world faiths with reference to 
their significance for faith members.
 
Resources: stories of Jesus, Muhammad (pbuh), Abraham, Moses, Isaac, the Buddha and 
Guru Nanak

Levels of attainment 

Challenges and dilemmas

Linked to literacy, and offering opportunities for journalistic-style reporting and 
interviewing, this unit could take the form of using the ‘influence of the media’ to report 
on founders’ lives.

Fields of enquiry

Teaching Objectives Learning Outcomes AT1 Learning Outcomes AT2

Provide opportunities for 
children to:

I can: I can:

Beliefs, Teachings & Sources
investigate the key teachings of a 
faith founder 

find out about the key beliefs of 
two or more religions

explore a range of authoritative 
writings for faith communities 

give examples of the teaching of 
a faith founder

explain the significance of the key 
teachings of a faith founder for 
faith members
 
describe and show an 
understanding of what particular 
faith members believe

recognise the links between 
beliefs and religious texts

compare and show an 
understanding of the beliefs 
illustrated by writings from 
different faiths

express my thoughts and feelings 
about the teaching of a faith 
founder

consider how the key teachings 
of a faith founder might influence 
me
 
consider the beliefs of different 
religions and how they might 
differ from my beliefs
 
consider the influential sources of 
authority on believers 

share my response to a familiar 
religious text

Expressing Meaning
identify the beliefs expressed in a  
variety of written forms

make links between beliefs and 
religious stories and other forms 
of sacred texts 

suggest meanings within a range 
of religious writings, including 
hymns and prayers

express my thoughts about 
different forms of religious 
writing

recognise the diverse expression 
of belief in religious and spiritual 
writing

Level
AT1 (Knowledge & 

Understanding)
AT2 (Reflection & Response)

1 Talk about a faith founder
Share thoughts about a story of a 
faith founder 

2
Recall a key teaching of a faith 
founder

Recognise the influence of a faith 
founder

3
Describe key teachings of a faith 
founder

Express my thoughts about how the 
teaching of a faith founder influences 
believers

Recommended teaching time:  14 hours per term
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RE 
LEARNING 

CYCLE

This is a spiral curriculum model; plan to revisit 
sections of the cycle to further develop learning.

Prepare for learning

paired work
group work
group theatre

Identify Learning Outcomes
- shape enquiry

who are the founders of faith?
what did they do? why are they remembered?
what did they teach?

Reflect on learning

share feelings when hearing a story from a holy book

respond to faith stories

how do I know how to behave?
who tells me what to do?  why?
how do believers know how to behave?
how are they guided?

Share new understanding
- communicate and evaluate

rewrite and dramatise for an audience a parable in a modern context

storyboard the life and work of Jesus and another faith founder; 
sequence key events to illustrate their teachings

in the style of artefacts - stained glass, pictures, models - create a 
depiction of a faith founder to reflect a characteristic belief of that 
person

write, draw or dramatise a story with a moral or message -  a 
contemporary parable or fable; explain its meaning

Search for meaning
- investigate and interpret

explore the life of Jesus, his incarnation and resurrection

consider Jesus’ key teaching, such as his parables; how did they 
impact on followers?

investigate the life of other faith founders to learn of their teaching; 
make links with Jesus

Provide new information
- think about religion and belief

listen to stories about faith founders from different 
sacred books

make links between the faith stories and beliefs of at 
least two different faith groups

explore different forms of religious writing

Engage the learner

choose and share a book about a special 
person
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