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About this unit

Provide an opportunity to explore remembrance in the context of some major faith 
festivals; include Remembrance Day and festivals of remembrance.  

Resources:  remembering in poetry and literature

Levels of attainment 

Challenges and dilemmas

Rituals linked to remembrance and memorial may need to be handled sensitively.   

Fields of enquiry

Teaching Objectives Learning Outcomes AT1 Learning Outcomes AT2

Provide opportunities for 
children to:

I can: I can:

Identity, Diversity & Belonging 
investigate a variety of 
celebrations including religious 
festivals

investigate and describe 
celebrations which foster a sense 
of belonging and identity for faith 
members

reflect upon a diversity of 
celebrations in the community, 
including religious festivals, making 
links between my own and 
others’ responses

Practices & Ways of Life
explore different ways in which 
the life of a faith member may be 
enriched through participation in 
a festival or celebration

explore and describe the 
experiences of different people 
participating in a religious festival 
or celebration

consider the thoughts and 
feelings of participants in religious 
celebrations and compare with 
my experiences of celebration

Level
AT1 (Knowledge & 

Understanding)
AT2 (Reflection & Response)

1
Talk about a religious 
celebration they remember

Talk about what makes religious 
celebrations memorable

2

Retell what happens in a 
celebration and how key 
participants use symbols and 
artefacts

Reflect on a religious celebration; say 
what the lasting impact might be on 
participants

3
Make links between religious 
events and how the festival 
helps people to remember 

Consider thoughts and feelings of 
participants in religious celebrations; 
compare to my experiences of 
celebration

Recommended teaching time:  14 hours per term
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RE 
LEARNING 

CYCLE

This is a spiral curriculum model; plan to revisit 
sections of the cycle to further develop learning.

Prepare for learning

paired work
group work

Identify Learning Outcomes
- shape enquiry

when do we celebrate? why? what?
why, what and when are festivals?
who takes part in a festival? why?

Reflect on learning

a memory to savour?
a memory to forget?

create a personal journal of my special memories

make a scrapbook of celebratory events in school 
and a local faith community

Share new understanding
- communicate and evaluate

plan a celebration and prepare symbolic food for a festive occasion

display pictures of traditional festival food from two or more different 
religions

respond to music from a festive occasion

question participants about their memories of a festival and how they 
felt as they celebrated 

Search for meaning
- investigate and interpret

observe a remembrance ceremony and discuss elements such as 
reflective silence

compare two religious celebrations from different faiths - 
processions, readings, singing, food, symbols, artefacts, actions:
• Sukkot
• Rosh Hashanah - festival of remembrance and putting right
• Wesak - 3 aspects of the Buddha’s life
• Eid-ul-Fitr
• Holi

Provide new information
- think about religion and belief

think, pair, share - memories of celebrations in the 
community

explore poems about remembering; how do 
Christians remember Jesus’ nativity? 

interview a believer about their memories of faith 
celebrations

Engage the learner

Harvest festival
decorate a sukkah and share sukkot food
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