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About this unit

At the end of KS1, an opportunity to ask some Big Questions, both for the individual and 
for faith members; pupils ask what matters to them - questions of meaning, purpose and 
truth - and consider significant times of life.

Resources: artefacts marking special times of life

Levels of attainment 

Challenges and dilemmas

Some discussion may take place around the question, “what happens when I die?” and the 
end of life; deal sensitively with pupils’ questions.
Funerals may be celebrations of life and achievement.

Fields of enquiry

Teaching Objectives Learning Outcomes AT1 Learning Outcomes AT2
Provide opportunities for 

children to:
I can: I can:

Expressing Meaning
look at symbols and artefacts 
which express meaning for 
people of faith and others

consider the ways in which 
religious places are meaningful

identify the different ways in 
which people of faith express 
their beliefs

reflect on precious things in my home or 
place of worship

identify and name some religious artefacts 
and say how they are used 

say how religious buildings are special to the 
people who go there

say what religious places mean to members 
of faith groups
 
recall how religious people express their faith

explore a religious painting or poem and 
suggest its meaning

say why some objects are precious to me and 
reflect on what is special to others
 
consider what religious artefacts mean to people 
of faith
 
talk to someone else about their special place and 
what it means to them

reflect on the places which have special meaning 
for me and say why

talk about the ways in which I express myself
 
create something to show what I believe and say 
what it means

Identity, Diversity & Belonging
consider significant times in life 
including ceremonies and rites 
of passage

consider the special nature of 
symbols and artefacts in rituals 
and ceremonies including rites 
of passage

talk about a rite of passage

identify some religious ceremonies and say 
what happens
 
recognise an important symbol or artefact 
used during a rite of passage 

identify how an important religious artefact or 
symbol might be used during a rite of passage

share my feelings about significant times in my life

reflect on the importance of rituals or 
ceremonies to participants 
 
talk about a symbol or artefact special to me

explore how symbols and artefacts have 
significance for people including faith members

Meaning, Purpose & Truth
ask, think and talk about some 
Big Questions of meaning, 
purpose and truth

understand that religions may have different 
answers to the same question

make links between religious stories about 
how and why people of faith live the way 
they do

ask Big Questions

say what I find interesting or puzzling and listen 
and respond sensitively to the views of others

talk about what I hope for me and children of 
the world

Values & Commitments
consider the ways in which the 
world is a special place and 
how it should be cared for

give some reasons why religious people think 
the world should be treated with respect

consider ways everyone can help care for the 
world and how I may play my part

Level
AT1 (Knowledge & 

Understanding)
AT2 (Reflection & Response)

1
Talk about a special time in the life 
of a believer

Share my thoughts and feelings 
about special times in my life

2
Identify some religious artefacts 
and say how they are used

Consider what personal religious 
artefacts mean to believers

3
Explore a religious painting or 
poem and suggest its meaning

Create something to show what I 
believe and say what it means

Recommended teaching time:  14 hours per term



RE 
LEARNING 

CYCLE

This is a spiral curriculum model; plan to revisit sections 
of the cycle to further develop learning.

Prepare for learning

group work

internet research

Philosophy for Children

Identify Learning Outcomes
- shape enquiry

who is God?  where is God?

what is right? what is wrong?

why do religious people think we should care for 
the world?

Reflect on learning

class commitments to help care for the world - how 
each can play their part

a personal journal about some milestones on my life’s 
journey

feelings of different participants in a ceremony; the 
difference a promise can make in a life of faith

my answers to some Big Questions: how can I find out 
more?

Share new understanding
- communicate and evaluate

design a rite of passage ceremony with symbols and artefacts; invite other 
class members to take part

collect ideas from different faiths and make a class display Our hopes for 
the World to include everyone’s thinking

listen to poems, prayers and paintings from different religions and suggest 
meanings; create fresh imagery on a belief theme using expressive arts

take a Big Question; illustrate it with class ideas of some Big Answers 

Search for meaning
- investigate and interpret

ask, think and talk about some Big Questions – truth, creation, God 
and my life

read religious stories looking for clues; how do faith members answer 
the Big Questions?

take part in a ritual or roleplay a faith ceremony that marks a 
milestone in someone’s life; discover the meaning of traditions, symbols 
and artefacts

Provide new information
- think about religion and belief

pose some puzzling questions; come up with some 
possible answers

consider preparations before a believer makes an 
important promise; talk about the signs that show 
promises have been made

find out what religious places including the Earth mean 
to different people

Engage the learner

artefacts marking a special time in life – what do 
they mean to their owner?
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